
 Hawaii Ophthalmological Society Meeting
September 2013

Thursday Sept 19, 2013  6:30 pm

The Willows Restaurant

Agenda

1. Call meeting to order 7:00 pm

2. Introduction of guests  - 

3. Approve minutes from August Meeting

4. Announcements 


November meeting - AAO Dan Briceland, Sec State Affairs, Location TBA


HOS Golf Tournament - Oct 4, 1:30 pm Waialae CC - contact Troy Tanji

5. Old business   

  Treasurer Report  - Brandon Lee 

  Legislative Report    Joe Zobian   

  Secretary Report         Raymond Wee

  Councilor Report   George Nardin

State Society Membership meeting August - Russ Stodd attended for HOS

I attended the meeting onAAO membership, new and retention, in Chicago last week-end.  Forty-four states were represented, mostly by state presidents and pres.-elects.  There were some like myself, members representing the state society.

Possibly the most interesting finding was that while more physicians are being

lured into employment contracts, hospitals or plans, only a few of those were in attendance.  The great majority were people like myself, individuals or in small partnerships.   The general agreement was that local strength is in advocacy at the state legislature, and every

doctor should be grateful and contribute.  According to AAO statistics we have 116 eye surgeons in Hawaii with HOS membership at 75 giving us 65%.  The national average is 47.52% which seems pitifully anemic.  

The AAO offers a good liability insurance plan and avenues for continued education, advocacy and current information at a national level.  Moreover, the HOS and AAO provide definition for us as professionals and not "providers," a term I cannot digest.  
6. New business – 

In Memoriam of Jorge Camara - HOS donations to AMM and UH Law School, $500 each.

New issue with ABO - Now requiring $200 annual dues to maintain certification. 

SGR repeal bill on the back burner - too many distractions right now in the Obama administration.

Blepharoplasty code 15823 is being denied 68-74% of the time in a recent audit of CA, NV, HI, PI. Due to lack of documentation, adequate testing and photos. 

CMS will release fix for NCCI edits and denied claims for global surgical codes billed with est pt visits. A computer error failed to recognize modifiers -24, -25, -27. Will be in place Oct 1, retroactive to July 1. We can hold claims until Oct 1 and file or some contractors are reprocessing automatically.

Surgical Scope fund - HOS is able to contribute to SSF! Would membership like to increase and earmark part of our dues for SSF? Or shall we rely on individual contributions?

Speaker -  Hans Brunh, OMIC - Sr. Risk Management Specialist
	"Closed Claims Study and Areas Where Medical Malpractice Occurs" 


Attendees are entitled to a discount on their OMIC premium upon renewal.

10% for HOS members, 5% for non-members.

7. Next meeting…TBA


